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So when Gulf County Mosquito Control was 
faced with what seems to be a universal 
challenge these days – budget cuts – the county 
went about its business as usual. Gulf County 
Mosquito Control has been forced to cuts its 
employee resources in half over the past five 
years, and like many districts, the remaining 
employees are still working hard to operate at 
the same level. Therefore, Cothran’s “always 
look for the most efficient way” approach has 
proved beneficial in the harder times. 

The county stopped using ready-to-use product 
and now purchases its adulticide in concentrate 
form. Cothran’s team mixes the product in 
a homemade mixing station that does it all: 
mixes, agitates and pumps it in the trucks. “That 
savings tallies up quickly,” Cothran says. “And 
we can apply the extra money saved to other 
areas, which looks good for the department.” 
The continual savings allows Gulf County 
Mosquito Control to give its citizens “more bang 
for the buck.”  
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EXPeRT INSiGHT

Gulf County, Florida runs a full, integrated pest management program, comparable to programs with 
a lot more resources.  As Director of Gulf County Mosquito Control, Mark Cothran is always looking 
for ways to be more efficient.  “That’s my goal,” he says.  “Whenever we set out to do a task, from 
minuscule tasks to big projects, we see if there’s more than one way to do it and we pick the way that’s 
most efficient and effective.”  

Cothran’s innovative leadership doesn’t end 
there. Although currently suspended due to 
budget constraints, the county had deployed 
portable chicken surveillance stations in areas 
susceptible to storm surges, as Gulf County 
borders several miles of gulf front. The mobile 
chicken trailers – hand built, of course – could 
be pulled back into one centralized location in 
the event of a storm surge, and then deployed 
immediately after to collect data, with no lost 
time or equipment. The six-stall trailers were 
built by Cothran and his team, complete with 
inside light traps; outside solar paneling; a rear 
lid to hold supplies; and five individual stalls to 
house the chickens, with automatic water and 
feeder. The sentinel chicken mobile unit design 
took third place at AMCA’s innovative ideas for 
“Field Day.”  

Cothran’s most recent effort to become more 
efficient led him to ADAPCO’s GeoPro Data 
Center. The qualities that set GeoPro apart from 
other data management systems, according to 
Cothran, are its web-based and user-friendly 
capabilities. “If we get hit by a category 3 storm 
that blows everything away, the opportunity for 
data loss is significant when using a program 
housed only on a computer in an office. With 

GeoPro, once information is entered, it’s 
automatically stored off site. It’s also simple to 
use; my people don’t need to take a course to 
know how to run it.”

With his extensive use of Microsoft® Excel to 
store data, Cothran says GeoPro answers the 
question of how to bring and view all of the data 
together. It allows the county to be accountable 
to the public’s requests, and to show what the 
county is doing with its dollars and the results 
they’re achieving. GeoPro also enables Gulf 
County to predict outbreaks by “layering” 
historical light trap data from years past and 
using the model to pre-treat with larvicide in 
locations they expect will have outbreaks.  

The county is now entering wintertime, or what 
it refers to as “innovative season.”  Cothran’s 
next goal: to boost its operation by incorporating 
Monitor 4 flow control system and GeoTracker 
reporting software. 

The Latest Buzz
about RAMP®

It’s been an exciting year at Response 
Biomedical, and we thank ADAPCO and all of 
our WNV customers for their ongoing support.  
Alongside a new management team dedicated 
to renewing our customer relationships and 
providing excellent customer support, advances 
in our manufacturing processes have greatly 
improved product quality. Response Biomedical 
is very excited to share with you some of our 
latest developments and upcoming projects for 
2012, and wishes everyone a safe holiday and 
very Happy New Years!  

Introducing the RAMP200® Reader

While the RAMP® Reader continues to be 
popular with WNV operators due to its reliability, 
portability and battery function, operators 
requiring increased throughput can now 
consider our second generation reader, the 
RAMP200®. The RAMP200® is a modular system 
and is comprised of the Control Module, and up 
to three scanning Test Modules, each of which 
can run two tests simultaneously. In addition 
to increased throughput, the RAMP200® has 
enhanced data management capabilities and 
an improved operator interface. Please contact 
your Adapco representative for any additional 
information, or visit our website at: www.
responsebio.com.

Innovations to Manufacturing

Over the last few years, improvements to 
cartridge assembly have improved the quality 
of our test cartridges. Automation has allowed 

for enhanced quality control throughout the 
assembly process by using state-of-the-
art digital verification equipment at several 
steps throughout assembly. Any cartridges or 
components that do not meet our stringent 
specifications are automatically removed from 
the process during assembly. Automation of our 
assay tip production is also underway, which will 
further improve product consistency.

Customer Support & Product Development

More than ever, Response Biomedical is focusing 
on supporting our customers and surpassing 
all product expectations, including renewed 
participation at local and national annual group 
meetings. Come see us at the MVCAC 80th 
Annual Conference (Burlingame, California) in 
January 2012, or the WCMVCA 38th Annual 
Meeting (Grand Forks, Colorado) and AMCA 
conference (Austin, Texas) in February 2012.  
We are very happy to meet our customers and 
hear all of your important feedback.

We are also focusing on enhanced operator 
training, and plan to host regular webinar 
sessions, more regular product updates and 
getting back to our scientific roots to develop 
new products for the detection of emerging 
vectors. We invite any feedback on what 
your detection needs are and suggestions to 
expand our product line, and also welcome any 
recommendations for our existing WNV product 
(techsupport@responsebio.com). As we also 
seek to expand our scientific literature, we also 
invite any proposals for scientific studies.

Did you know?

Finally, based on years of customer feedback, 
we have a quick tip to help improve the accuracy 
of your testing:

Did you know that once a sample has been 
added to the test cartridge, the RAMP® test 
result will remain stable for months? (pending 
appropriate storage conditions)  This means 
that if you are in a rush to finish testing and your 
mosquitoes have been homogenized, it is best 

to add sample to the test cartridge and scan later, 
rather than storing the mosquito homogenate for 
later testing. For improved testing: save the test 
cartridge, not the homogenate. 

Automated cartridge assembly of WNV test 
cartridges. Once mosquitoes are homogenized, 
WNV degrades quickly.  

The RAMP200 Reader has higher throughput 
and a vastly improved software interface.

Did you know? 

A demonstration of the RAMP® WNV assay for 
the both mosquitoes and corvids is available on 
our website (www.responsebio.com).


